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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

நமது நகரம், நமது உரிமம/ Namathu Nagaram Namathu Urimai (Tamil for "Our City, Our Rights") 
is a citizenship awareness process designed for community women and girls. The multi-phase education 
and action project will be carried out in partnership with other organisations in the Chennai area.  

This is the report from the safety audit phase of the NNNU process underway in partnership with Centre 
for Women Development and Research (CWDR), where Prajnya is working with the adolescent members of 
Snehidhi. Eleven members conducted the Safety Audit in the areas of Velachery using the Safetipin app to 
do the audit. 

They focused on parameters such as lighting in the area; openness (how many directions one can look 
around); degree of visibility measures the number of eyes on the street through the windows and doors 
facing the road; number of people seen around; presence of private or police security in the locality; 
condition of the walk path denoting the easy walk of the pedestrians; accessibility of public transport; 
gender usage measures the presence of women and children among the crowd; and how one feels being 
physically present in the location. 

This audit pointed to safety problems caused by: 

 Public transport options being non-existent in the area so that one has to walk around 15 minutes 
to access any, including auto-rickshaw. 

 Low deployment of security personnel in the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 

Every citizen has the rights to their city. This translates into their rights to safety, to access energy, water, 
sanitation, hygiene, transportation and recreational facilities. But most people lack basic awareness of 
their rights and therefore cannot claim them. It is important that residents of a city understand that they 
have the right to build, rebuild and make their locality safest and habitable. For instance, as India’s cities 
seem to grow more unsafe, it is important for women and girls to learn that they have the right to feel safe 
without restrictions to their mobility at any hour. Namathu Nagaram Namathu Urimai (Our City, Our 
Rights; henceforth, NNNU), a citizen awareness process designed by Prajnya, seeks to create civic rights 
awareness among women and girls and to build their capacity to take ownership of their cities. 

The objectives of the "Our City, Our Rights" are: 

 To create awareness of civic rights among women and girls and build their capacity to take 
ownership of their cities.  

 To enable them to gather, document, organize and present relevant information about their 
localities while claiming their civic rights. 

The multi-phase NNNU process will cover the following civic issues: safety, sanitation, transportation, 
recreation and electoral democracy.  

This report documents the findings of the first phase of our NNNU partnership with the Snehidhi project of 
the Centre for Women Development and Research (CWDR). The focus of this phase was safety and the 
action tool was the safety audit instrument developed by Safetipin.  

METHODOLOGY 

Safety Audits are conducted basically to ensure how safe and comfortable the women feel in using public 
spaces and to claim right to make it safer regardless of gender.  

In the first phase of NNNU with the Snehidhi group, adolescent girls living in Nehru Nagar, Velachery, used 
the Safetipin app, to conduct a safety audit. Eleven audits were conducted along VPK Street, Bharathiyar 
street, Nehru Nagar 1st street, Periyar Street, Gandhiyar Street, Kuilkuppam and TNHB colony - Periyar 
Nagar.  

Poongulazhi, Nandhini, Vinodhini, Sudha, Bhuvana, Nivedha, Kalpana, Priyanka, Shalini and Sandhya 
participated, working in two groups. They marked their findings in the Safetipin App but their observations 
are shared below.  
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OBSERVATIONS  

LIGHT:  The area was observed in terms of the presence of street lights and other lights on the streets.  

In Velachery, the audited streets are mostly having very little light and slightly darker. As per the data, 
most of the areas were slightly lit and about 20% of the area were completely dark.  

 

 

OPENNESS: The openness is the other parameter which indicates the degree of clear sightline which the 
street has, without any blind corners.  

In Velachery, most of the streets (46%) were partly open and anyone on those streets could see little 
ahead and around and 18 % of them were not at all open.  
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VISIBILITY: This parameter measures the numbers of points (windows and doors facing the streets) 
overlooking the streets.  

The findings of the audits in Velachery say that the majority of the audited streets (46%) was having less 
than five overlooking points and very less streets (9%) were lack of total visibility.  

 

 

PEOPLE: This parameter measures the presence of people at the location. Is it secluded or are people 
around?  

The audit in Velachery shows that there were people on the streets after 7 pm and only a less proportion 
of the streets were completely deserted. The comparatively 30% of the streets were having fewer people 
and 30% of them were with some people (more than 10 people).  

 

 

  

No 
Eyes
9%

Few Eyes
46%

More Eyes
27%

Highly 
Visible

18%

VISIBILITY - Velachery

Some 
Crowd

30%

Few 
People

30%

Crowded
20%

Deserted
20%

PEOPLE - Velachery



7 
 
 

 

SECURITY: It measures the presence of private security or police at the location. 

In Velachery, it is crucial to note that there were no presence of private security personnel or police 
personnel in the area. 

 

 

WALK PATH:  This parameter measures the availability of footpaths to walk. 

It is important to note that none of audited streets in Velachery had a good walking path. The majority of 
them were in poor condition and almost equally were fair enough to walk but cannot run. 
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TRANSPORT: This parameter measures ease of access to any mode of transport such as bus, metros, autos, 
cabs, cycle rickshaws etc. 

When we look for the public transport facilities of Velachery, the audit shows that the availability of public 
transport was not at all closer, one can get the transport majorly at the quite distant (46%) of a five -
minute to ten-minute walk or unavailable (36%) within the reach of ten-minute walk.  

 

 

GENDER USAGE: This indicator measures the presence of men, women and children in the place.  

Through the audit in Velachery, it is revealed that on nearly half of the audited streets, there was no 
gender diversity. 
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FEELING: This measures how one feels being in the location. 

The members felt uncomfortable to be in the majority of the audited streets (55%) and only very less 
streets were comfortable (9%). 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The audit exercise acquainted the girls with their neighbourhood where earlier did not even know the 
names of streets they passed everyday. The girls recommend:  

 An enhanced vigilance by either the police or private security. 

 Improved public transport in the area. At present, public Transport is not all available in the area. There 
is not even an auto stand. One has to walk down around 15 minutes to the main road to avail public 
transport. 
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ANNEXURE 

I. Safety Audit using Safetipin App  
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