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We invited our partner organisations around Tamil Nadu to participate in
a consultation on child marriage in the state. There have been reports of
increased prevalence during the pandemic period. We were interested in
hearing from those who have been working with children and stopping
child marriages on the ground. We invited the following organisations to
participate in our consultation.

1. HBleVD HMEHL L em6r
Aadhinilam Arakattanai

2. QBSHI6EN 61560TTLAIES 9{600TL 19 QUL IGLN6TL. QFTemFL LY
(NEEDS)
Nethers Economic and Educational Development Society (NEEDS )

3. GFMHIWI6L 6183 °C5610.60T 3{600TL 6T60T6N [T ITEOT QLD 6DTL_6V
19 QUEVLIGILNEOTL. 6rVELD (SEEDS)
Social Education and Environmental Development Scheme (SEEDS)
4. @TQLECTLLL epHIev SL0uLeoll 1 1qaIeuL G LIN6dTL
QFTeMFL_L] (IRCDS)
Integrated Rural Community Development Society (IRCDS)

5. QEFETLT LIMTH emyev 6783 °C861q.60T {600TL 6785607 LA

19616V L1GILN60TL. (CREED)
Centre for Rural Education and Economic Development-CREED



6. QLI eBIev 19V IGLNETL. QFTeMFL LY
Mercy Rural Development Society

7. eHIJ6V 6)LN60T LQ6U6VLIGLN6TL. QI F Men&FL LY.
Rural Women Development Trust

8. @\H5 W6 QUL IQLN6ITL. 3 [T860)60T GF61Q.60T L TENVL-
INDO TRUST

9. ey CFMHIW6L FrFallerv 78 60 60T GF61q.60T

Theervu Social Service Organisation

10.LI&r60)L0 L9 JENVL
Pasumai Trust

11.L|6V6V8 SITTL Q6UTT&H &6 19616V L6 L060TL
ICEF TR CUI6] 60T (BWDA)
Bullock-cart Workers Development Association - BWDA

12.GamevorL_ @) 60T G evorL_ @ HEHIUIT
Hand in Hand India

13.L596IT 94,75 60)60TGF 619.60T LI 6YLO6GOT 6783 ° B 8619.60T 3| 600TL
F1GamL160GL6q60T 19 FeruL
People Organisation for Women Education and Rehabilitation Trust
(POWER)

14.€IHJ6L 6T °B&H61.60T | 600TL_ LG QUEVLIGLDE0TL LI6Y600T GL_6)q 60T
(READ Foundation)
Rural Education and Development Foundation (Read Foundation)

15.F LW GeTmemL @)6m6T@h HMLIeoof] LDedTmLD (SINAM) Sadayanodai
llaignar Narpani Mandram (SINAM)

16.60W0&H ] FRIGLD
Maitri Society

17.56h60 & 60T GF6UIT L6 60T
Thanjai Janaseva Bhavan

18.F 6NV G LULI6OTLI 6T 23,85 60T 3 6voTL_ [f1&[7& L6 6v0T GL_62q 60T
Sustainable Action and Research Foundation Trust (SAARF)

19.8LILD 196Vl
Deepam

20.QF6OTLIJ LIMT 4,55 60T {600TL_ eHIT6V 6T °C & 619.60T
Centre for Action and Rural Education (CARE)
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21.6M6L BV Il T 60TENV L[5 61V 60T eLN6M G LN 6T L
Village Reconstruction Movement

22.917860)60T CFQQ.60T LI €HT6V 196160116 LO60TL
Organisation for Rural Development

23.91CF MR GW Q6T LIMTH &LDW,60f1L_1q 19616016 LD6DTL.
Fyeferuen
Association for Community Development Services (ACDS)

24. 9| (HG600T TG WIIT
Arunodhaya

25.[bl6VLD Lq VL
Nilam Trust

26.&\ gmAlwLD

Gramium Trust

27.85 0D BT() eBTev [f]860T61V L [J 860V 60T eLN6M G LD6OTL
Tamilnadu Rural Reconstruction Movement

28.[H6U 6 60T L9 [JeNL
Navajeevan trust

29.5 101D BT(H 6YLD6T SHG16VELY.6)

TN Women's Collective

30.L & W&HLD QFTOFL_LY
Pudhu Yugam society

@bhS HVHSHMTWITLGEG SWUTTURSSID 69&L0Ms,
BMTHBIGET 2 [(HeUMHRW CoHeTellsEhsE LIBIGCSHMLITETIE 6T
& (HEM600T FaJH S LIS everfls g 60Tl .

@b MHs U6, Co6Tell8EHE 8 TeT LI 6L86m 6T
(WNHOIID, GmMbBSLILF LIGLILITUIEL 60T, 56060
QSTLIHS HVHSTUIE| Sl LEH 6L LIRTHS &([HS S5 56060
Q& MevoTL M M &6 8&6emWLILLD BHTHIGHET 2_HI&%HEHS G
QULOMBIGH GMITLD.

As preparation for the consultation, we created a questionnaire which the
participants were kind enough to answer.

In this report, we present to you first the questionnaire responses, with
minimal analysis, followed by a short report on the meeting itself.
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2 _MIG6T Y eMLoLIL] 6THS DML L & T 6L @ WhiGHmSI?
In which district is your organisation based?

flwieur(y Ariyalur

@\ JIMOBTSL LD Ramanathapuram
FFEImM(h Erode

&L_&ITJ Cuddalore

&eIJ Karur

H6TeTd:GMIEE Kallakurichi
SMEFIL LD Kanchipuram

& ([ 6q.6ooT RS Krishnagiri
Fleusmiemnds Sivagangai
Q&FMmIGHEVLIL(H Chengalpattu
QFe0Tem60T Chennai

@&F6uLD Salem

HEHFMELIT Thanjavur

&L 1] Dharmapuri

FevoT(n 85856 Dindigul

FwmFRA FmLLeTerf] Tiruchirapalli
F (B BHVEEUEI Tirunelveli

S LILLT Tiruppur

&) (Ih 61 6D0T60OT TLO6M6V Tiruvannamalai
F\(BeU6TesH T Tiruvallur

@G5 eof] Theni

[BTL0& &6V Namakkal

Bev & f] Nilgiris
LUSI&HG&HITL6mL Pudukottai
QUG Perambalur

L0 &I6m [T Madurai

N H&IBET Virudhunagar
aNWLIL LD Viluppuram

Geusyriy Vellore

o

o
n

[

=
"

N
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BiI&6T FaMLUICLMGLD &(HS SIS 6T, 6THS LOMeUL L &Hens
UmMlwsi?

About which district are you reporting?

flwieur(y Ariyalur

@\ JMOBTSHLTLD Ramanathapuram
@M@ Erode

&L_&ITJ Cuddalore

&I Karur

&SMTEHFL|TLD Kanchipuram

&) (15 61q.600T SN If] Krishnagiri
FloudEmIend Sivagangai
Q&FMmIGEVLIL(H Chengalpattu

Q F60Tem60T Chennai

G&Feulh Salem

&HEHF ML Thanjavur

&L fl Dharmapuri

FevoT(n 85856V Dindigul

FNmFR FmLLeTerfl Tiruchirapalli
F (G HeVEEIEI Tirunelveli

S LILLIT Tiruppur

) (IH 61 60OT60OT TLO 66V Tiruvannamalai
G ([peueiTesH T Tiruvallur
Q&6TEHTH Tenkasi

B eof] Theni

BITLD& &6V Namakkal

Hev &\ if] Nilgiris
LSI5G&HITL6emL Pudukottai
QUIFLDLIGYTIT Perambalur

L0 gl6emT Madurai

N BSIBST Virudhunagar

a1 TLD Viluppuram

Geusyry Vellore

o
o
O]
[y
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()]
N



SPIHemS B ([HLO6voT H(HLIL] 2 MG 6T emLn LIl 6T (&S W
Lieoorlwim?

Is the prevention of child marriage the main mandate of your organisation?

\.@6’\)6076\)
No, 2, 6%



2 6156 L0MeUL L &6V / 2_ Mg 6T Lieoolludl syleTerr
6L 61T % 85 61T

Resources Available in your district/ in the area where you work

2 _MGIG6IT DML L &H 6L I 6L6ev sl B 6T Lisooll Lfflujb
LTOIL LSS 6 GLRHens B (BT s &0 &Gl
LevofludleéL @\ (H& LD B ST S|6MLOLIL| & 60 6T 2615 655 (S
Qs flywom?

Do you know of any other organizations in your district or district where you
work that are working to prevent child marriage?




WHemG W G 6Tell& (S 2-MHBIG&H 6T LIS 6L 'QLI0ITLD' 6T60TMITEV,
lemeusemer &MILILN(H .

If your answer to the previous question was ‘Yes’, please list them.

bev &l

Nilgiris

60)&F 6V (H 60)6V60T Childline

&GV
Cuddalore

e IOMAULL FELNG [H6L VUV
District Social Welfare Officer

e 0F6V(H60)IEVEOT
Childline

e LOMEULL GLPHNSHE6T LIMSHISTLIL
LNley

District Child Protection Unit

* GLHMSEHET HEVE & (W
Child Welfare Committee.

BITLO&H 6V
Namakkal

QLI6D0T GHLPIH6M S ) ([HLD600T 6185 60) 61T

BlMIG S ausHaTer LNJEFTILD
Campaign for Ending Girl Child Marriages
(CECM)

G&e6ulD
Salem

e MF(H M6V Childline

e LDMAILL FLL CFeM6UFHET
91606007 LLILD
District Legal Services Authority DLSA

e GLLHMSHHET HEVLE & (DS SH6T
Child Welfare Committee CWC

¢ R0 BN ODWSLD

One stop Centre

QUILOLISTT

Perambalur

e &6V (h60)6V60T
Childline

e LDMEUL L &FELNE [H6V |VIGU6VT
District Social Welfare Officer DSWO

S GLLT
Tiruppur

e TOLNG [HEVEOT
Social Welfare

e HIMD GUOSHGET
Village Committee

e LDMRUL L 60)&F6V(H60I6V60T
District Childline



HITEUD |EVIGUGVIT

Police Officer

ST LEHEFMTUES S aUeTTEF
HIL_LLD

Village Panchayat Development Plan

&) ([ eu6iTeen Iy

Tiruvallur

@ 60TQL&GILLL eHIJev
FHLOuLeof1LL1q 19616V IG 06T
Q&FMeN&FL_L] (IRCDS)

Integrated Rural Community Development
Society (IRCDS)

@eoflw 2 guwih Frifl ey
L_JeruL_
Iniya Udhayam Charitable Trust

LIy LD

Viluppuram

LOTUL_ L GLPHNSHEHET LIMSISHTLIL]
Hifley

District Child Protection Unit

LOMRUL L &FeLN& BV I &VIGI6VIT
District Social Welfare Office

SHITEUV G0 M

Police

ST BlFeUTs P&

Village Administrative Officer

Geuguriy

Vellore

60 &6V (h 60 6V60T Childline

) (I 61 600T 600T ITLO 6DY 6V
Tiruvannamalai

60 &6V (h6M6V60T Childline

BEHF ML

Thanjavur

60 &6V (h 60 6V60T Childline
LOMTEUL L &FeLN& 6V &GS
District Social Welfare Office

Q@ LI600T&H6IT Q1616 L1606V 60T
Women Helpline

9|6060TH S GLIG00TSH 6T &IT6U6V
BlemeullLD

All Women Police Station

SOOI L, CEVITFED60T 60 LOULILD
Family Counselling Centre
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FCGIm(h

e LDMRILL GLPHNSHE6T LIMSHISTLIL]

Erode I VIQIEVIT
District Child Protection Officer
e LOMAULL FELNSG [HEL VI6UIT
District Social Welfare Officer
e LOMEILL GLPHENSHE6T [HEV
S elletT Hemevelly
District Child Welfare Officer
&\ (HFF TmLiLeTer] GLHMNSGHET LIMSISTLIL] a6V
Tiruchirapalli Child Protection Committee
Geusry LOMEUL L &FeLN& H6V I &VI6U6VIT
Vellore District Social Welfare Officer
QFmIGHLLIL(H 60)& 6V () 60)6V 60T
Chengalpattu Childline
@ & 60T6D) 60T e GHMLLEMLN
Chennai Thozhamai
e 960TL| @ 6V6VLD
Anbu lllam
LDSI60 T o Fraileru ojevorLl. 6T(HCH Q60T LITT
Madurai 16V BV | BeUITEITEN B|600TL.
@\LOLI[HEUGILN6ITL. Q&ML LY.
Service and Education for Village Awareness
and Improvement Society SEVAI
e LDGOTIGLD
Manitham
& e MFFHLMEGH6 SHLDU|6oTIL1Q
Karur QaMme6eVE 2,78 60)60T G& 619 60T
Psychological Community Health
Organisation
e 960TL| &JMHIGHET
Anbu Karangal
e GLLIHMSSH6T LIMSISTLIL| Lifley
Child Protection Cell
QBH6TEHTEH 60 & 6V (h) 60) 6V 60T
Tenkasi Childline
&\ (15 619 600T ] e GFMHFIWI6L QeU6LLIT
Krishnagiri L& 60)60T EF 61Q.60T LIMIT

emHI6V 196U6VLIQLDE0TL.
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Social Welfare Organisation for Rural
Development (SWORD)

QLT 60)60T CF 61Q.60T LIT 2, 8>6M060T
91600TL_ 1Q.6U6VLIGIN6TL. Q& TN &L LY.
Rural Organisation for Action and
Development Society (ROAD)

allFmeuld 6T(H G5 61.60T6V

leoor. Q&FflLLI6v 19 rervL
Visalam Educational and Charitable Trust
(VECT)

PRBEE T HS GL0HE0S 6T
QUETIES HIL_L LD

Integrated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS)

GFmHIWLI6L 6T B 5 619.60T 3| 600TL_
6Te0Te| [T 60T G\ LD 60T L6V

19 QU6VLIQLD6OTL. 61VE LD

Social Women Educational and
Environmental Development Trust (SEED)
9,175 60)60T GF 6).60T 2 600TL_

eHIT6V 196U6VLIGILN6ITL. Q& Ten&FL_Lq.
Women Organisation and Rural
Development Society (WORDS)

FHTEHFLTLD

Kanchipuram

GamevorL_ @) 6T GamevorL @b ulm
Hand in Hand India

OmeULl_ L CBITL6V 6m& 6V (h 6M6V60T

District Nodal Childline

SGFMHUI6OT LMY SLOU6of]LLg.

19 QU6VLIQLNETL. FFedl&Fen Association
for Community Development Services
(ACDS)

DML L Fol_(h 6086V (h 606V 60T
District Collaborative Childline
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2 61586 LDMOUL LS 6L @ UMIGLD GLPHeNS LITSISTLIL]
S| VI6U6VITE M6 LIl 6oT6u (I LI6eu M mi6iT (& LIL () i & 6rT.

Select those official agencies working for child protection in your district.

SIJ& GLHNS G)6V6VLD

Government Children's Home

[E
)]

GBS HEVE G Child

22
Welfare Agency

LTI L GLPHeNS
LIMSISITLIL] 3|8VI6U6VIT District
Child Protection Officer

29

o
(€]

10 15 20 25 30 35

LBIGQUOHCmTT Gald @eumenm GMILILNL LeTH: LomeuL L
6maNl6VITET GLPHENG 6T LIMSISGTLL] G&WD; Smn
6mell6VITENT GLPHENG 6T LIMSISGTLILE & (W& 56T (VLCPC);
QETGHE/eUTT(H 26Tel6VTeT GHLIHEMSHSHET LIMSHISHTLIL|E

G W& G&6T (BLCPC); B&ITLE jemallevment & LpHem & & 6T
LMSI&TLLES &W (MLCPC); SMevssm 36malleumeor
GBS H6T LITSISHTLIL| & (WDES6T (TLCPC); &Fen&
LIM&IGTLUIL; DML L &FeLNgs [H6V6dT; 3G mESHIUILD; 6 [HeU Tl
LOMEUL_ L 2618 eUTTEFIS Slemm; 62(HHIH60600THS GHLOIHeN S
QIETIEF S SL_L LD (ICDS); LDMeUL_ L 2emeor(pMEMITH LDMIGUTLD6)
Sigeueu (DDRO); & HITmeilLj BevdEienm (ADWD); &Fenss
LMSISTLL SILLLD; Inmell L ellemeTwTL(h 366V
LOMeUL_L [BIJeUTELD; &MeU6V; &l 2 FHel& & (D56,
LI6Terfl86T; S|J8 ST Bl MIGU6ITRIS6T; @)6M6ITEhH LDEOTMIHBISET
CHIHOSM&HLILULL NTFHBIS&G6T InMHMmID LI6VT.

Respondents also mentioned: District-level Child Protection Committee; Village

level Child Protection Committees (VLCPC); Block/Ward level Child Protection
Committees (BLCPC); Municipality Level Child Protection Committee (MLCPC);
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Taluk level Child Protection Committees (TLCPC); Social defence; District Social
Welfare; Health; Revenue; District Rural Development Department; Integrated
Child Development Scheme (ICDS); District Disabled Rehabilitation Officer
(DDRO); Adi Dravidar Welfare Department (ADWD); Social Security Scheme;
District Sports Officer; District Administration; Police; Self-help Groups;
Schools; NGOs; Youth clubs, elected representatives and others.
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SLPHnS B)([HL06UOTS B) 60T LIFeu 6L

Prevalence of Child Marriage

CHITW QFTMMIES (PHMS W &TeVSL LS T 6L, Ifk el
Levorl Lfluld omeu L LI erflev, &L Them & ) (IH LD 600T S &) 60T
LIT6U6V eTeueUTmI @\(HIHSHSI?

How prevalent was child marriage in the districts where you work in the pre-
pandemic period?

2 mif)
Gor
@uweva
cannot say f
5, 16%
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202034 L0 31,600T(H & (S (NHemS W L] ererfl 6l 6u Iy i & 61T
2 _migerLLb @) @h LI 6T LIS (5 & 6T

If you have data on child marriage pre-dating 2020, do share.

@masrﬁj@as 2019-2020 =97
Sivagangai
: : 5 60) LO600TS B 6V eLN60TMIT6L

QLTSS gﬁsg & B ([BHLO6UTS FleV LNGTMTEIS!
P bal

erambaiur 3rd place for child marriage
BOLULT 16
Tiruppur
LIy LD 51
Viluppuram
Geuariy 2018-2019 FY-199
Vellore 2019-2020 FY -205
FEIM() 2020: 112
Erode
F\(EA FmLUeTer] .
Tiruchirapalli 74 ﬁ]glg—,g,uul_l_gj stopped
IERD] S THF et aleurmiseT L (HGLD
Nilgiris Only government details

LISleveflsgeaursefley ggener@uIMy, @ens LImmMIW &8616V
FHHIGETILLD @)60V6mev 6T6OTMI T MU GITEITEOT. @) MBI
FTUSELIUL M 6TET ST &6T LISeverfls s alifler Lieoof]

3 aleooT RIS leV @ HHS! THHEHLILLLSIT 36VeVS QLIS
QILITEOLN6IT STEFMMHISHES &6 sefledmbas QUMUILLLGT
6TEOTLISI 6TRI&HEHSH GG Q5 FlWma eretUg GOILLINLG555S!.
Other respondents stated clearly that they did not have any information on
this. It is to be noted that we do not know whether the data reported here is

drawn from documentation of the respondents’ work or public domain
government data.
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CHIMTWASTMHM LIT6U6L LDMMID QUMTSI(PL &8
SMeVsLLmGerflev, FraigseT Lievorll Lfluld LomeuLl. L& Sev
SLPHeM G &) (IHLO6VOTLD G\LITSI6UITEOT [B1&LD6UTSE @)\ (HIHSHSM?

Was child marriage [more] common in your district during the pandemic?

2 MIGWIMS

FaD D
@ wevailev
606V | cannot

be certain, 5,
17%

@ evuemey No,/

7,23%

SLLOMLD Yes,
18, 60%
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T &L emeor &0 &G L0 Lemerfl el eu s &) emeor @) MHIGS

SMILLNH .

Please share statistics that demonstrate a rise.

ﬂ%eu@n‘l Nilgiris

40 556i50 915 &flSsi6Teng!
It has increased by 40%.

Fleu g mIen d Sivagangai

April 2020-September 2021 = 140

&\ (HLILLT Tiruppur

37

&) (HeU6TesBIT Tiruvallur

@) 6L6mI6V No

el LILTLD Viluppuram

81

Geusry Vellore

QIbS QUBHOSTOHY! HTeVSH 6
AIPGHSHSMS L 1508 @ LD
GMLIL L GLpHems & ([HLO6oTLD
BHEOLGLIMM _6TET6oT.

More than 150 child marriages are taking
place during this epidemic period than usual

G&6uLD Salem

30 percent increased

FF@IJIT(h) Erode

2020: 112 child marriages

F\(EAFmLUeer]
Tiruchirappalli

HLIHS aUHL LD 74 &) ([HLO6DOTLD
5063 BlOIGSILLL S,

Last year, we stopped 74 child marriages.

Geusry Vellore

2020-82, 2021-89
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QUITSI (PL& 5SS D 6T CLITSI (S5L01H6M S B (IH LD 600T MBI & 61T 6§ 60T
B &5 sl6iTerna ereorm 15 IS 6T & ([H B BN TSH6T?

Why do you think child marriages became more common during the
lockdown?

LieiTerflas 6T e L LI 19 (B S S

School closures

26

(6]

GouemevwiledremLd Unemployment

LneooT LG ILI6vor el &L (R &6V
Sale of brides

I |

BI&) QBIH&HSEL Financial crisis 20

Fens LNJ&gemneurss 6t Social
problems

16

6UMIemLD Poverty 19

| I

L9 Other

o
(9]
=
o
[y
(9]
N
o
N
(9]

30
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Geu Ml g5 MU Gl &ITIF6vor & 6T @) (H LI 6or, G MILILN(H 5.

If there are any other reasons, please indicate.

6TemS L1 LMD wmemFLLmmluLb 5600T(H Q& TETETITS
LneoT Blemevuilev @ &G QuUTsIQeuetflullerifler Gamiy
W& Gbangseaflar s alWwH s QFHES FTH
QUEOTLOLD (P& G SITT60ol I WIM@GLD..

Common people never care about anybody or anything and they are cruel
to children. The caste played a major role in this.

&M%V alleUssTILD
Love affair

GILI600T (&L0[H60) &5 EHEE 6TH[JITe0T 6U6dT(LN6M B &1L

Violence against girl children increased.

L1600T LOI60T60) LD
No money

S5 THH JTEHF 60T 2_6Te6H [ &L L emLnLIL| 8 6rfleor
Q&F WwedlevoremLn.
How local governments function.

SGLHenSH6T i &erflev QFwevmm Gl

@ HLILISEOTITEY, 6UEMEVSHSHETLD, FELNG 26TL_5hISH60) 6T

LW 6T (h &S5 60T 60T, 3{560TIT6V | 6UT56T Q&L (h
GumuIeNHeumFasGaTT 6T6drm LWL QLUMHCMTISHEHE G
JOLILL .

Children were idle at home, exposed to the Internet and social media and
parents feared that children would get spoiled.

1. QUITS (NL&H&HLD; 2. GOMBS LILGSYL; 3. FelNd
268518611607 eLpeVLD &SV leusMILD; 4. 2 LeTCUITEG.
1.Lock down 2. Low budget 3. Love affair through social medias, 4.
Elopement

NSl L1 evor Tell 6oT6m LD

No awareness

HMH6EL & 2 L 60TGLMS 6V, LieTer] @emLBlMMmey, eumienio,
afemL el () QeueflGumisev.

Love & Elopement, drop-out, poverty, Run away,

20



e 3T IV 6 6T FF(HLITL L] 60T60IL0
No involvement of government officials

e (NSHHWILDMTSH 6UMIENLN
Mainly poverty

e 9L600TLY TITUIL. QOTemLI6V GLIM60T
Android cell-phone

21



2 g6l BB SH6v

Help-seeking

S LPIH6M & B (IHLO 600T 61 & 6M6IT [ M1 & F16U G M & Meor @) 6mLui(H
LU HMSHEHET QFSTLRISLUO R MmSI?

How are interventions to stop child marriage initiated?
"o TNNNING
eLP6ULD Social worker reports
eLNGOTMITLD LD 60T S 86T

reports

GBS EH6T LIS 261 LILIg 60T

PLOEVLD (S]QUTEHEHHHTEH 6V S
complain (for themselves or for other
children)

o
(O]
=
o
=
v
N
o

25
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SLPIHeM S &H6T 2 MIGETILID 2 5698 @ | s00IE6UITITEH6IT
6T6OTMIT6V, 6T6LGUITMI 2_ 618 60)6IT STV (G 6UITITE6IT ?

How may/ do children approach you for help?

BB flemLWITS In-person 11

LAl 6OT6OT(EH &F 6V E-mail | 0

QB MeneVECLIG Telephone 28

Fo(NH6EVITS, GHLIHEMSHSHET CLNGTMITLD STLILN60TT eLneuLn
SBIGE06T G EISH TS @Bel] GMILILNLITY, DHOMTHeT
Sleursefler emnliL] BI&HLDSSID Bl&LEFF Serfler CLME)
el QFWUSSTHE GO LTT.

In addition, one person mentioned that children approach them through a

third party, while another mentioned they did so during outreach
programmes.
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SLPIH6m S B (IH LD 600T MBI & 60 61T [H] M1 & B16U S M & TeoT 256 eml
HIT(H 6U & M & ITEOT & 60)L_55 6T 6TEOT6OT?

What are the barriers to seeking help to stopping child marriages?

QUMBMMIS 66T HF TG H VIETET FELNG & 6016068 6T
Community elders in the parents’ village

L1560 @6uemev

Lack of understanding

SFNIITLO 5560 6V6UTE 6T

Village leaders

Felns LNJegemeora6T, UMyuflwLwmn

Social issues, tradition

IQUTGET GLIMTSHILOITET HLAULGFHeME 86T 6T(hLILIGevemev
(‘QeUTS6T WM eTeorLg Qg erfleuns @&mILUL L allévemnev)
They are not taking the necessary steps. [Note: Unclear who ‘they’ refers
to]

QUMBMMISerfledr LI y&aemeot

Parents’ problem

SGLLHMNSHE B ([HLOEOTHISGEM6T LIMN H&H6U60 Q& T[H &G LD
GBS E6T InMmmID QuUflweursefler LUMsIsTULENG
2 5T IaITHLID @) [HE&HCauevor(hLD.

Children or adults who report child marriages should be granted
protection.

GLLIHEM & T 66T B ([HLO6DOTLD Q&G Q& M6ITEH LN MM
QUMBMMISHET FLOMSMTTLMGSS B MTISHET.

Parents convince their children to get married.

LIS Trerfl&&mev Smer gCHenld &L L FlE8560160 IDML19.85 Q& MeTCeumGLnm
6T60TM LIWILD, SIFFMIGH SV EHEE LILILD

Fear that the person who reports will get into some legal trouble, fear of
threats.

COVID 19 FLOWSEH 6V, 3| T8 [Hl M6 60T I8 6T
GLOHNSHEEH&HE TS Lisoot] Lifluallevemev.

During COVID-19, the government institutions did not work for children
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LWL, $IF&HFMISHSHGEET, QUOHCHTT 2_medleor
SLLTWLUGOSSISH6

Fear, threats, coercion by parents and relatives

FrH enibs LNTsRemnen, QUMHCMITTE 655 & LD6oT

O MEVFF 6V

Caste-related problems, parents anxious about an uncertain future

QUMEMTI&ET LDMMILD &H60TERN6ED LI FeLNS LDET6T
Parents and own community people

TR S|(LSSLD LDMHMID QFTHSHESHTTTE6T
SLLTWUUGSSISH60

Political Pressure, Relatives Force

Q& TLILeTemLn

Lack of Communication

Felps G (e m&E6T LnMMILD &I LILD

Social norms and family

el MIe0)LO
Poverty

FeLNS QUISHSLD
Social mobility

Q&FMHS GLHMS&HET, & HIDULD

Own children, family

LOMEUL L SH 6V Q& TLTL 0L SI60ME6M6rT
&2 (IH 1 55 60) 600T & &5 6V

Coordinating the allied departments in the district
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SLPIHeM S &) ([HLO 60T B & 66T SHILILG 6L FHLIBILD & 6L 56T
6T6OT6OT?

What are the barriers to preventing child marriage?

e 1. QFUWIHGHET B LILFH6L HMTINGLD IDMMILD F1E860 2. FTH)
D& UM H & 6rfl6or 9, HlE &L WIFLL s 3.
HMTEULSIMmMUI6TT 25 HInLDLILN 6T 4. NG S H)6
@eTer(pLD @5 H(BLOETSH MG L6y euiplserfley
G &eN L L LIS M CUIMTEH &

1. Delay in getting news (of a child marriage) 2. Increasing caste and
communal intimidation. 3. Non-cooperation by the police. 4. Society still
encourages this practice in many ways.

o II& AHMWLILGET GLLHNS S (BLO6IOTSMS HLGH L
(WPWOHFRLILIQUTSHE06T 60&H S LAY FHeMS G1&F UGS ©)6V6m6V
6T60T LIS TV
Government agencies do not take action to arrest those who attempt to
conduct child marriage

e HJITLD HM6VEUTSHET
Village leaders

o JTH QUIHS TSI &SI WITENLD
Non-cooperation of government mechanism

e QUMCMMTISET, CILMS LD 6T
Parents, public

e QUMBMMIS6leT LNF&genent, FeLnss L& & 6 6ot
Parents problem, social problem

e JIFIW6, FTHW AH&TTLD W&HSaTE6Tler Semneuui( -

FLLLD Qg efleums @ 6vemev.
Politics, interference by caste leaders, no clear law.

e QTGS eTallevmerr HHGTIG6T &) ([HLDETITES M5
B MG STV oy Fauld ST (HeUBH6Vemn6V. 6T 6T
&) (1HLO60OT LD 15 (WD @)L &H M & 61 ([HeUSH)6L6m6V

Block-level officers do not show any interest in stopping the marriage.
They do not come to the spot [promptly].

26



e FLOUBSLILILL SeOMHEHHS Q6MLCUl & SI60LOLIL]
@ LEM6V. FLL BL A& T(HLILIG FeUMT6VTSH 2 6T ;
& BVGE6T LDMHMID C5THOSMHGHLILILL LNTH BlISser
WD CUME DSWO GemeuUWilL DML L TH&6IT. L0& 56160
&H(HSHSILD DETLHVILN H60)L_UITSH 2_6IT6IT60T.
There is no cooperation between concerned departments. Legal action is
a challenge; advocates and elected representatives intervene while the
DSWO does not. Public opinion and corruption are obstacles.

e REHFIMLNEHS Fol TS 6T60T
S{JEFMHIGID MO ST TS TS QSR M.

Government [seems to be] instructed not to cooperate.

e BTG MHS gMHUMH QalwliL@Lh QLG0T &L0IHeN &S S
F([HLOOTTSeMS LIMMIW (LW &&6uCeuim allpLILIGLOT
G L& LB eUTH VM6V , G(HILDL GLO6V, UMIGHLD, 6UETH @)6TLD
LI(heu&Hev gL @)60T SeUf&FFR wimev gmu (LD
F\ b5 emeoTen UMM ellememeys6mmev gMLIGILD LI JE& & 606078561
Girls are not fully informed about the marriage nor asked for their views.
Family circumstances, poverty, the infatuations of adolescents and their
impulses.

e FMH &MHs LNgFF emeor,LIMCMTISEHE G LD6oT
O MEVFF 6V
Caste-related problems, parents anxious about an uncertain future

o 63(Ih S6011L060T1H 60T H6oT 2 MENleoT(H& G D FeNGHEH MG LD
TR FlWMS M meoT.
An individual become an enemy for their relative and community.

o ITFIG WSS, 2 MalleTJ&6T &L LMWL SSIS6V.
Political Pressure, Relatives Force

e 9 | 6OTLQUIIT6OT HL6ULY &M &) 6V6VITEDLN
Lack of immediate reactions

e H(HLOEOOTHIGET THFIWILNMTES [H60)LG)LIMIS) 60T 6oT.
SGLLIHENG 6T HITMHIGET LITH &S LILIL LY BLILNS
S Mlweilevensy, Q5B S HLILI 60T, 6TMHIG
LsmreflliLgl eTeTLIS eUT&HEH&s G Qs fluailsvemnev.
Society. Marriages take place secretly. Children are neither aware that
they are vulnerable nor where they can report.
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o FONG LIPHHEILNGHSHHIGHET
Social practice

e LSMIGET QF WIS L0MMILD FIR LIG6] QF U156V
[Filing] Complaints and lodging FIR
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&L_LITW &) (5 LD 60oT LD

Forced Marriage

&L_LITW &) (HLO6V0T IS @H LD Q\LIMTSI6U TS & TevorLiLI(HLD
L yFEFemeoTWIT?

Is forced marriage a common problem?

2 _MIFUWINS
&M
N @ Weual
Cannot say for
sure, 5, 16%

@) 6Lem6V
No, 3, 10%
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@ 6m& L1 LIMM) 1Hig 6T 6T6dTe0r Fnm @)W sVILD?

Please share your views on this.

Blemmul GBI &6rTl6, GHLRHeNS &) (HLO6IOTHIS6T &L L L
LEh&TWS S epeuld Blmd mml QS ma.

Decisions made about child marriages in the katta panchayat are not
implemented but left to fade away [from memory].

GLHENG S ([BLOETUTLD LOMHMILD S|H6T 6l6n6Tey &6 GUlSS
LI evorTemed gMHLB S S Gauevor(hLd

Awareness needs to be created about child marriage and its
consequences

FrH 91 LiLemL_uflevmeor LIMGUT(H
Caste-based discrimination

@5 @@ FeLps Ll LNJEaemneor

This is a social problem

QuUMCmmlerr LNg&Fement. [LEeverflLiLIeU] @) emerTul
FNSTWEF60Tem U LD 62(H &TT600I WM &L 19 &S TL19 60T .]

Parents’ problem. [The respondent also pointed to youth as a factor.]

QUMCMTISHET HMGET & HLDL Bl60)6V6MmLNG:60)6IT
SGLbHensS&HeflLLD QeuefllILMSES), &LHeN S SH6m6T HLOL
MEUSHMMTIEET., G HFlev aU(HLMI&HEHHGSGL LNIMG
PG UTHL FemetT Q&HMTHESH @UIVTSH &MHIG6T
@ulevmemLnemn ! QeueflliLB &SSP MTIS6T.

Parents explain their family condition to children and convince them.
Also, they express their inability to give more dowry to some other person
after few years.

LIS 60TLD 6U WIS 60T([(HE G MTE0T FILILISEHLD GLOHe0S

&) (HLO6DOTES 6V (LNLGaU6ML LD &HTEHV alleUs T HISEH&H G
UTGHM6T G (H&F Q& 6L 5 6oTM6oT.

The infatuations and attractions of teens lead them to love affairs that
end in child marriage.

BT ANSMETeor eNALIL|evorTened gMLIbH &S Geuevor(HLD.
GLPHENSHEH6T QGTLIJLITET FLL MISH06T NeVLIHSSHLILIL
Geuevor(h LD

We have to create awareness. The children-related laws have to be
enforced.
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FUPSTWSH L 2 _6TeT 1955 L (h LD 6T &MhIS 6T
QUTLLUTSTT LNT&&emeor uilev @ LI6D0T &5L0[H6D) S 860 61T
LMSIGTLULSID, S 6UT856EHHE Sevall eumulllL]gHemerT
QULDTHIG EUB6L 2 _6TeT Fl&H eI QLITIHETTSITT

QB (HE LY ULD QLI600T (&L0[H 60 & & 6rfl60T (LN6TG6oTMM S5 &
HOLGHETITH 2_6TeTS .

The survival challenges of the most disenfranchised sections of society,
such as poverty, place barriers for protection and education, especially
for girl children.

QUTIBETMS T QB HSHE, GO 2 mILILN6T & 6T eLpevLD
QB(H& 1.

Financial crisis and the crisis created by family members.

GLIevor S56vel LAIFH YLD (LNESHUILDITETS.

Women’s education is more important.

GLLHeM & & 6rfledT H)([HLO6vOTLD QLIHCMITEN
[QumINedmbs] ealhel&Hma.

The marriage of children frees the parents [from responsibilities].
GLLIHEN S HET 36V6VF GLI600TSH 6T & (HLO6OTLD Q&F IS

Q& meTem e (HLOLITLO6V @) (HETHEVITLD. 3,60TT6V
QUMBCMMISET SLLTWLILMOSH 6TV, & &MH6 & Temnev
WWMHHF&EHEHEG aulelGERMmS.

The children or women may not want to be married but when the parents
force them, it leads to suicide attempts.

SNHEHMTVEF6 GLOHENSHE6T QLINCHTENTEF FMJHS

@ BHS T GLPHNSSHET Hevall &MHBMTIEHET. @) 60Ten N
S ImmIsefle GQMHILLD N&EHW LMG auSRE&EHR M.
SCHFOUWILD QUMHBMTISEN 60T BHLOLINGHe&E WD & TT60ol 1860
G LD.

Nowadays even though they are dependent on their parents, children are
educating them. Astrology and the beliefs of parents are vital factors.

QILICHLOLITEVILD LILPTHIGLY. &GS B 6V (& (HLOITEITSH 6T,
QGETT&6T) @8I Bl&L& DS

Mostly [prevalent in the] tribal community (kurumans, irulars)
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SITLLITW S ([HLO600TS ) () 85 IT60T (LD & G\ W &5 T [J600T I & 61T
6T60T 60T G 61 60T M) [F M1 55 61T [H] 606078 T N) 7 &5 61T?

What do you think are the main reasons for forced marriage?

QUITIBETTSMTT QBIH& S Financial crisis

QLIGTOTS 6T S600TLY. LTS &) (HLOGOITLD Q&SI
Q& meTer Geustor(HILD 6T6dTM HLOLN 60785 The
belief that girls must definitely be married.

GG U 2_meileflev (& s mkis6rT
(2-BTITTHNES, 2-Me|Wem
B\ (IH LD 60T 161 & 61T) Pressures within family relationships
(for instance, customary matrimonial alliances within the
family)

GSOLUSHMEG6T LMedluley LIVTSaMyn
WHMID N LTeSlulev eueTNemMmEs6T Rape and
sexual violence within the family

GO L euuISH 6V QLIGTOTSs 6T G (LD 60T LD
Llw Ceuesor(hILD 6Tedrm BLOLN G608 The belief
that there is a correct age for girls to get married.

RMEMM GLIGTITSH 6T (5 ([HLO6UOT LD TS TH U TS 6T,
W bseursseT, ellensrssl
QEFEWWLILLLeIT&H6T evevdl 6% em6.ls6T)
SHeofIWIME QUL @) UI6VITEnLD Inability of women
(single, separated, divorced, widowed) to live by
themselves

o
wv

10 15 20 25

32



@enerGWTT LNm FM&H&6T 3|60V6VF &FeLN & B S E1H 8 & 6T

&) (HLO6DOTLD QF UG QS TeTUMS S &HILILS LnMMILD FTH)
6TELEDIEV G 606 "LIMSISGTLLIS" QG U SHeUem6VSH6T &L LTS
&) (I LD 600T & &) (1D &5 T60T HT600T(H SH6VME

@QOLUUSTES LKIGCsMHMITs6tlev @ el CLumGasmeT
ST LS.

The concern to prevent young people from marrying into other castes or

communities and to “protect” caste borders was cited by two respondents as
an impetus for forced marriage.
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A CLTFem e M &enss

Q.&LOLIT 8, 2021 260TMI,
QUBHRASTHM &HMTEVE H 6V
&S B GLbHng

) (HLOGOOT MBI S6T LOMMILD 3{6M S
eTeleumm SOHLILIGI 6Te0T LIS GMIES
55155671607 6T600T600T 618560V 61T LD,

S| VILIGUMBIGN6TULD LIS THS

Q& meTem SLALP&LD (LNWEUSILD Lieoor]
4l yemliL&ener L8 ehiT
&BHSHSTUNNG DRSS

QFLOUT 8 &([H& ST U6
Qeuef&HQ & MeooT [ H S (LN& G W
& HLIGLIT(H6TSH 66T & (HE&LD
QmIGs STLILIL(H6TeTs).

3B &FEGL GPHans
&) (15 L0 600T & ) (1) &5 [T6OT &5 [T [ 6TOT M6l &5 61T

&H([HSHS TN &HeVHG 6&MevoTL
FeNG CFaIGHISHET LDMMILD
SLTEUGVITEET LIGV 85ITJ600l 18606l

LI 1q el Leoty. ojeumnilev W& e L
CUMEI6UTeOTSl GILITHETITS T
QBHSHSHL. eumiemnLn, GalemnevuilaTemLn
OMMILD @)L LD QILIUWIF6) &IT600TLOMS
QUMBMTIE6T HMHIGET L0&H6ITEHEH S
allempailev & ([HLO6OTLD QF UG
MEUSTGOTMETT. @MW MIHS
QML SHSTSHT&ET (S ([ LO6TOT
ST&HTEH6T) HMIGET LDSH6TEEHSH S

S (HLO6OOTLD QFUIS eMeULILSMHETSH
QDDLU QUOBHTEDT LOMHMIeIS
FHEUETE T 6V Q& meooT LI L.
GLHESS BB LOCUOT 618G 66T

50H 555 aNWUSDHS FeNsSS 6
LG lern), SmeusugEienm,
GLLHNGH 6T LUIMSISHTLLE
CFmMAIGEHET LDMMILD T
IIVIQIEVSHBIGHET GLITEOTCMITT
eflLAlLiLjw0T [Feu D mi

@Q@LUILS (PSS UILDITETS TS
QOGS

CONSULTATION REPORT

On December 8, 2021, Prajnya
invited partner organisations from
around Tamil Nadu to share with us
their experiences and insights on the
rising prevalence of child marriage in
the pandemic period and their
thoughts on how to prevent this.

Here is a short summary of major
themes that emerged at the
December 8 consultation.

Causes of growing child marriage
prevalence

Social workers and activists present
at the consultation listed several
contributory factors. The most
common among them was economic
distress. Poverty, joblessness and
migration made parents likely to get
their daughters married early.
Knowing this, it was observed,
middlemen (marriage brokers) prey
on single parents, enticing them to
get their daughters married. Poor
awareness--not just in the
community but critically among the
police, child protection services and
government offices were also
important for the failure to prevent
child marriages.

The rise in child sexual abuse and
incestuous sexual violence was also a
trigger.

Astutely, some participants observed
that the uncertainty induced by the
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GBS SHET LG MeoT LIMedlUleL

Sl yCumasid Wmmib Limedluwiev
QT & MTHeMLNG6T 60T S
QEDG R STOT(H ST QBHHE.

S0l WILDMSs, QUIBHASTHMTEY
goOLUL L BlEFWMHM
&60Tem LD UI60TIT6L &5MIG6T G LI6o0T
GLLHMNSHEMET & ([HLO6OTID QF IS
ELEVLD SMTEIGET @MHSTELD,

SMIGHET GSLPHENSH6T LIMSISTLLMTS
@ @HLILIMTI&HET 6TeoTm QUMEGMITIE6T
WYEOSSFHTE Flev
LUMmIG&HMLIMTEIT & 6T &ITMhl&6r5 60 L_LL
&([HS5 D emer Q&IN5 Sl6TeTeoT(.

QUBBASTHM &HMTEVEH 6V

) (HLOGOOT RIS 6T GHeMMHSH G Fevailev
B&DGS PIGU|LD eTeTLISI
(Gemmeurer 6l(hHS) 60T &6,
LIUI600TLD @)6V60)6V GLITEOTM6ME)
GLITETMEm6UW|LD B5TT600T & 6T Te

@)\ (HIH G 60T. ,60T6MEVEDT LiaTerflL]
LILQLILIT6V eVLDITFL. GLITedTas6rfl6dT
LIJ6U6VIT60T LIWIeoT LI
QFWILDTETS. @) & &LDIHEN S 5606,
SITL60L M6 LDMMILD QL LIMTEFLI
LIL_MI&6M6T &ITeooT LISHM &S

aflaIG S5 GLoHenSSHneT el
GemnmeuTeT Sevallwmle) QUMM
QUMHCMTISET @) 605 85600155 T600T 1885
@ WevalleLemey. @) Sl &LPIH 605606
HMS6V LDMHMILD LIMeSlWI6L 2_Me| &6,
F(HLO6DOTLD 21L& WeuMenm CHITEHS
FI&S8!.

@IS WIS, QFTEHBHIESH6T &hiG 6T
SO UGS Nl QeueflGul
GUMSITLNGY @ (H&HE LMLl
(WLeMLUILILY &MHIG6T

GO DLSSIEG6TCTGW @)6TLD
QWIS 6V G ([HLD600T 61 8560) 6T
BLSSUSTEH Flev LIMIGSHMLITETE 6T
Fomleor(y.

F I & 6T @) 6Tl
SOGLOTSH DG 6TTS

pandemic also influenced parent
decisions to get girls married so they
would be secure should the parents
die.

More cynical reasons proffered
included the lower cost of weddings
during the pandemic (fewer guests,
no travel, etc.). The widespread use
of smart phones, necessitated by
online schooling, exposed children to
chat rooms and pornography.
Parents, less educated than children,
had no way to monitor this. This
drew children into romantic and
sexual relationships and marriage.

Finally, some participants also
mentioned traditional practices of
arranging marriages early within the
family in order to keep property
intact.

If girls became vulnerable to early
marriage, it was mentioned
repeatedly that boys were likely to
be used as child labour. Girls who
went to work and who were earning
well, were sought after for marriage
too.

Remedial measures

The most important remedial
measure, suggested by almost every
participant was awareness.
Community awareness of the
consequences of child marriage,
especially on the health of young
girls, is important. So is the creation
of awareness in government agencies
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CHI(H6USILD, SE00T GLLIHE0 S8 06T
GBS QS TLHIEVTET ST
LweTU(RQSSLILMGI6USID LIGVLNemMm
FHHSSTUMNGE SamUILIL LS.
CamMVEHGEF QFTMI [FEOTMMTHE
FLOUTH S S (LD G \Lievor

S LPH6E0 S SHEM6T FH(IHLO6vOTLD Cl& Ul
LI6VIJ (LD6OTEUHSH60TIT.

B 76 & 5 ITEUT [HL_6L LY. 856008 & 6IT

6UQEUTIH LIMIGSHMLITETTTELD
Lflbalenrsasliul L 10&s

(WSS WLDTET B [HL6UL.5H60 5
‘SlLAL|emor e UG, GLLHeng

B\ (LD 6T B 60T l6m6IT6 86T,
GSMILILMTS @) 6TLD G)LI6o0TSs 611 60T
ACITEH WD GNHS Fens
NP 60T Fay (&R UWIDTGLWD. CH
CUIMET! GLRIHenG F(HLOETITE 6005
SOLUUSDHGSLWD, MG

6004 LILISDGSLD {5

Bl MI6U6T RIS 6T 08 G ullev
efliflliLjemorfemer gHLIG S SIS
W& e D (LN&S uLDmeoT
QUMMILILIMGLD. @&V SHmeUcLSienm,
FeNs VS SI0D, GLHNS
UMSISTUL SIS S&TIflE6T Inmoin

o _6Teeh] FEHTHTT CFem6USH6IT
AHCWTT S|LMIGeU.

@\ J600TL MU TS, LIMSISITLIL]
IIVIEUHMBIFGEMET DMTEUL L D 6V6VS
QTGS HMLEMDUIGHSH6 0L (HILD
@)6LEVITLNGY, FENGHEHT MG
QB[HEHHLIOTSE SeMNSFH L CouevoT(hHLD.

ELNEOTMMTEUS TS, 6ULPT (S SH60)6T
2 L 0I5 EGL 6T LUFHe] QEFUISe,
N EFMIemnemr QF IS LDMHMID
& 600TL_60)60T QULPMIESHGH6V Gauevor(hlLd.

responsible for preventing child
marriage and punishing it.
Participants listed in this category,
the police, the social welfare
department, protection officers and
even local health services.

The second was the setting up of
protection offices closer to the
community and not just at district or
block headquarters.

The third was prompt registration,
trial and punishment of cases.
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Email: prajnyatrust@gmail.com

Web: www.prajnya.in

Facebook: fb.com/prajnyatrust

Twitter: @prajnya

Instagram: @prajnyatrust
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